
 

Nena Staley, Deputy Director of Programs Reentry and Services with the South Carolina Department of 

Corrections 

Nena Staley attended Limestone College as an adult student and earned a Bachelors Degree in Social 

Work.  She has worked for the SC Department of Corrections for 34 years and has advanced from 

Administrative Specialist to her current position of Deputy Director of Programs Reentry and 

Rehabilitative Services in Columbia, SC.  As Deputy Director, Nena is responsible for oversight of the 

Division of Programs and Services with an emphasis on Reentry and Program development statewide. 

One of her duties in this position is to manage Chaplains in South Carolina Prisons Statewide.  She 

focuses on developing Reentry Services to the inmate population statewide and increasing programs 

inside prisons statewide, among overseeing many other departments. 

Ms. Staley also managed chaplain services when she served as an Associate Warden in a Maximum 

Security Prison and as Warden of Manning Correctional/Pre-Release Center, Columbia, SC.  In this role, 

she oversaw a six month Pre-Release Program that is instrumental in not only reducing recidivism, but 

also giving offenders the tools needed to be productive and successful citizens. Building relationships 

and collaborating with community resources will assist with giving ex-offenders a second chance. 

Nena was diagnosed with Breast Cancer in September of 2012, she is a Breast Cancer Survivor, and she 

believes that she is not just surviving but she is thriving.  Nena believes that she is being kept for a 

specific purpose and strives to fulfill God's purpose in her life everyday. 


