
Ministry with Correctional Officers

Description. This workshop discusses how 

your prison ministry might help to alleviate 

or mitigate some of these issues facing 

correctional officers due to the high stress 

and violence they experience on a day to 

day basis. This is based on research paper 

by Pastor Dwight Anderson, director of PMA



Welcome!
Can everyone introduce 

themselves and share what 
ministry they are serving with? 

(30 sec)



ñHelping inmates reach inmates!ò







The unique needs of 
Correctional officers. 

Why they need our help and 
prayers.







Why the need to offer help to 
Correctional Officers?

Â Extremely high stress job
Â They are getting attacked more 

i.e, In MN several died in 2018.
Â 20% higher divorce rate
Â 39% higher suicide rate
Â 10 times higher PTSD Rates
Â 50% Higher Heart disease

May 21, 2018
https://armorupnow.org/2018/05/21/ptsd-depression-
suicide-divorce-are-highest-among-correctional-officers/





Biblical example ɀActs 16

The Apostle Paul tells him, 

Ȱ$ÏÎȭÔ ÈÁÒÍ ÙÏÕÒÓÅÌÆȦ 7Å ÁÒÅ ÁÌÌ ÈÅÒÅȦȱ  4ÈÅ 
jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell 

trembling before Paul and Silas.  He then 
ÂÒÏÕÇÈÔ ÔÈÅÍ ÏÕÔ ÁÎÄ ÁÓËÅÄȟ Ȱ3ÉÒÓȟ ×ÈÁÔ ÍÕÓÔ 
) ÄÏ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÓÁÖÅÄȩȱ 4ÈÅÙ ÒÅÐÌÉÅÄȟ Ȱ"ÅÌÉÅÖÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 
Lord Jesus, and you will be savedɂ



Biblical example ɀActs 16

ÙÏÕ  ÁÎÄ ÙÏÕÒ ÈÏÕÓÅÈÏÌÄȢȱ (Acts 16:28-31 
NIV).

God showed up to meet the needs of this 
correctional officer and his whole family! God 
needs more people to reach out to help those 
correctional officers today.
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Correctional Officer Among the Top Ten 
Most Dangerous Jobs

Å Inmates have a higher-than-average rate of 
deadly diseases like Hepatitis C, the HIV virus 
that causes AIDS, tuberculosis (TB), and MRSA 
(Methicillin Resistant Staphylococcus Aureus).

Å Inmates also typically have high rates of STDs 
(Sexually Transmitted Diseases), in the event that
guards are sexually assaulted



Correctional officers also face:
Å Drug addicts coming off a high.
Å The risk of being injured during a body or cell search.
Å The risk of being blindsided by an angry inmate.
Å The risks associated with transporting inmates.
Å Attacks with handmade prison weapons.
Å Attacks with the bare hands of inmates.
Å Imagine going to work and almost everyone hates you 

and would like to hurt you to escape.



Other facts on Correctional Officers
Â 33.5% of all assaults in prisons and jails are 

committed by inmates against staff. 

Â A CO's 58th birthday, on average, is their last.

Â A CO will be seriously assaulted at least twice in 
a 20 yearcareer. 

Â On average a CO will live only18 monthsafter 
retirement.

Â http://www.corrections.com/news/article/30096-
beating-the-odds



SHAME

COs self-ÒÅÐÏÒÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙ ÆÅÅÌ ÁÎ ȰÉÎÈÅÒÅÎÔ 

ÓÅÎÓÅ ÏÆ ÓÈÁÍÅ ÁÂÏÕÔ ×ÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙ ÄÏȢȱ 



Annette and 
Gene

Eastport, NY

She was CO for 9 years.
Out of 12 married CO 
when she started. She 

is only one still married.




