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Criminal Thinking Errors: 

A Biblical Response



Criminal Thinking Errors

■ About us

■ Why?

■ About Criminal Thinking Errors 

■ The Biblical Response 

For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he

       - Proverbs 23:7 KJV



About Alicia 

■ CMCA, Correctional Ministries Institute, Certified

■ Chaplain, Good News Global

■ Chaplain, @ La Vista Correctional Facility, Level 3 state women’s prison  

■ 17 years on Young Life staff; 10 years church staff

■ Trauma Healing Institute, Training Facilitator

■ 6th CMCA Summit, 1st presentation



Stupid Prison Joke #1

“So, how did you end up in prison?”

A cop pulled me over and said he was giving me a ticket for 

driving alone in the carpool lane. 

I told him, “Ha! You’re gonna feel really stupid when you look in 

the trunk.” 



About Paul 

■ CMCA, Correctional Ministries Institute, Certified

■ Chaplain, @Colorado Territorial Correctional Facility, Level 3 state Men’s prison, 

Infirmary, Hospice  

■ Chaplain, @The Beacon at Skyline, Norwegian-style experimental incentive prison

■ Denver Seminary, MA BTS student, Teaching Assistant (OT511 Grader)

■ Trauma Healing Institute, Training Facilitator

■ 6th CMCA Summit, 3rd presentation



Criminal Thinking Errors

■ We first heard about CTEs from the CMCA curriculum.  



We are not clinically trained 
psychologists. We are day-to-
day chaplains dealing with 
the same issues you are.



Criminal Thinking Errors

■ About us

■ Why?

■ About Criminal Thinking Errors 

■ The Biblical Response 

For he is like someone who has calculated the cost in his mind

            - Proverbs 23:7 NET Bible



Why study Criminal Thinking Errors?

■ Be aware and can detect CTEs in your interactions

■ Protect yourself from CTE manipulation

■ Help the incarcerated be aware and protected from CTEs 

■ Be bold and help your men and women be self-aware toward the renewing of their minds

– Preach and teach – application directed at correcting CTEs

– “these are ways you might be conforming to the world”

– “these are ways of thinking from your fleshy Old Nature”



Chaplaincy Skillset Block Diagram 



But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be 
prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks 
you to give the reason for the hope that you have. 
But do this with gentleness and respect 
     
          – 1 Peter 3:15



Criminal Thinking Errors

■ About us

■ Why?

■ About Criminal Thinking Errors 

■ The Biblical Response 

Restrain yourself!

 - Proverbs 23:7 the Message



NORP Thinking  ≠ Criminal Thinking

Social projection – Psychological tendency of people to 
expect others to act or think similarly to themselves.

Holistic vs specific Bible verses

The problem is that our minds are fallen. They have a spirit, a bent, a 
mindset that is hostile to the absolute supremacy of God. – John Piper 



Criminal Thinking Errors

■ Normal (NORP) Thinking

– Everyone has some of these errors occasionally

■ Criminological Factors

– Risk factors such as poverty, family stress, addiction

■ Behaviors

– Manipulation

– Abuse

– Addiction

– Crime

are not:



Criminal Thinking Errors

■ Debilitating 

– Prevent a person from functioning normally in life

– Similar to Sadness & Depression 

■ Inconsistent

– Not every criminal has every CTE all the time 

■ Men and Women can manifest CTEs in different ways

■ The prison environment can condition a person to develop CTE

■ CTEs intensify or return

– When stressed, threatened, or triggered 

– Christians can regress into CTE, tend to justify/wrap their CTE in Bible verses. 

are:



Stanton E. Samenow, PhD 

Samenow’s premise is that a person’s thinking, 
not the environment, 
is the critical determinant of his behavior.



Criminal Thinking Errors
Samenow

■ Lying

■ Victim Stance

■ A Quest for Power

■ Lack of a concept of injury to others

■ Sense of Uniqueness

■ Pretentious and a Sense of Ownership

■ No Concept of Obligation

■ Lack of Responsible Time Perspective

■ Shifting Mental States

■ Shutting off the Fear of Consequences

■ Fear of a Put-Down

■ Zero-State Thinking

CriminalThinking.net

■ Closed Channel Thinking

■ Victim Stance

■ Views self as good person

■ Lack of effort

■ Lack of interest in responsible performance

■ Lack of time perspective 

■ Fear of Fear / put down 

■ Power Thrust

■ Uniqueness 

■ Ownership Attitide



Criminal Thinking Errors

■ About us

■ Why?

■ About Criminal Thinking Errors 

■ The Biblical Response 

Avast, matey! As ye be thinkin’ in yer heart so be ye!

       - Proverbs 23:7 Pirate Bible  





2 Corinthians 10:4-5

4 The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the 
contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. 5 We demolish 
arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of 
God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.



Romans 12:1-2

Pirate Bible 

1 Ahoy, me maties! Arrr, by the mercies of God, I boldly ask ye to submit yer bodies, alive and ready for battle, 

as a sacred offering to the high seas. ‘Tis a fair, just service to the almighty. 

2 Avast me ahrties! Refuse t’ be swayed by this cursed world, but be ye transformed by the reviving’ of yer 

minds, so ye may learn what be that righteous, satisfactory, and flawless will of the almighty.

A Fresh Translation, translated by N.T. Wright

1 So, my dear family, this is my appeal to you by the mercies of God: offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, 

holy and pleasing to God. That’s what is properly thought-out worship looks like. 

2 What’s more, don’t let yourselves be squeezed into the shape dictated by the present age. Instead, be 

transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you can work out what God’s will is, what is good, 

acceptable and complete. 

New Testament, translated by Ronald Knox

1 And now, brethren, I appeal to you by God’s mercies to offer up your bodies as a living sacrifice, consecrated 

to God and worthy of his acceptance; this is the worship due from you as rational creatures. 

2 And you must not fall in with the manners of this world; there must be an inward change, a remaking of your 

minds, so that you can satisfy yourselves in what is God’s will, the good thing, the desirable thing, the perfect 

thing. 



Romans 12:1-2
The New Testament for Gen Z

1 Yo, I’m begging you my peeps, in the name of God’s kindness, to offer yourselves as a living sacrifice that’s 

pure and legit, totally acceptable to God. It’s the least you can do, you know what I mean? 

2 Don’t be like everyone else, following the trends of this messed-up world, Nah, transform your mind and be 

a whole new person, so you can know what God’s dope plan is – like , what He thinks is good, pleasing and 

perfect  

The Voice Bible

1 Brothers and sisters, in light of all I have shared with you about God’s mercies, I urge you to offer your 

bodies as a living and holy sacrifice to God, a sacred offering that bring Him pleasure; this is your reasonable, 

essential worship. 

2 Do not allow the world to mold you in its own image. Instead, be transformed from the inside out by the 

renewing of your mind. As a result, you will be able to discern what God will and whatever God finds good, 

pleasing and complete.   

The Living Bible, 1967

1 And so, dear brothers, I plead with you to give your bodies to God.  Let them be a living sacrifice, holy – the 

kind He can accept.  When you think of what He has done for you, is this too much to ask? 

2 Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but be a new and different person with a fresh newness 

in all you do and think.  Then you will learn from your own experience how His ways will really satisfy you. 



μεταμορφόω



20 That, however, is not the way of life you learned 21 when you heard about 
Christ and were taught in him in accordance with the truth that is in 
Jesus. 22 You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your 
old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; 23 to be made new in 
the attitude of your minds; 24 and to put on the new self, created to be like God 
in true righteousness and holiness.
25 Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to your 
neighbor, for we are all members of one body.

Ephesians 4:20-25



How we as Chaplains help renew minds…

■ NORP-ification

■ Bring Gospel to bear in every moment of our lives

■ Bible Memorization  

■ Ministry of presence is powerful

■ Volunteers 

■ Preaching, teaching, and modeling

■ “That’s old-nature thinking, try this way of thinking…” 

■ Re-entry – caution   



The King-First Gospel vs me-first gospel

Kingdom

Imago Dei

Creator King

Humanity
Deserter

From the 

kingdom

Rogue

Jesus is the King.        who loves us, is our savior, and friend.  

 Incarnation - Baptism - Anointing

Death Burial Resurrection

Ascend to the right hand, seated on the throne

  -> Sovereign rule as  Christ/King

Allegiance Belief in the King 



34 Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said:
“Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up 
their cross and follow me.”

Mark 8:34



King-First Gospel



■ ChaplainPaulNielsen@gmail.com 

■ Alicia.Reeves@GoodNewsJail.org 

Thank you 

mailto:ChaplainPaulNielsen@gmail.com
mailto:Alicia.Revees@GoodNewsJail.org
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